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The Call of the Wild

Wonderful Wednesday
Specials

Roars into South Pasadena

W ednesdays 2:00 p.m .
Library Com m unity Room

South Pasadena Public Library and the Friends of the South
Pasadena Public Library are joining forces with the National
Endowment for the Arts and the Huntington Library to present
a series of free Big Read programs focusing on Jack London's
THE CALL OF THE WILD. Just as London's timeless classic
possesses widespread appeal, the four programs in South
Pasadena are suitable for all ages. No tickets or reservations
are necessary and members of the community are invited to
attend one or more programs.

Shakespear for Kids
Fridays 3:00 - 4:00 p.m .
Library Com m unity Room

Wings, Stings, and Wiggly
Things
Tuesdays 11:00 - 3:00
Library Com m unity Room

July 17
Sale of Children Books begins
m ain floor library

Aug. 25
Authors Night with
Ernest Borgnine
7:00 p.m .
Library Com m unity Room

September 21
Restoration Concert
Trio XYZ
Piano Trio
4:00 p.m .
Library Com m unity Room

October 26
Restoration Concert
The Capital Ensem ble
String Quintet
4:00 p.m .
Library Com m unity Room

Jack London was the first major writer
born in California and one of the first
American writers to enjoy a lucrative
career based on his literary talents. He
has been more widely read and translated
than any other American author in history.
THE CALL OF THE WILD, the story of a
noble dog's adjustment to the harsh life of
the Yukon in the late 1800s, is his first
major success and his most well-known
work. THE CALL OF THE WILD's realistic
style, "survival of the fittest" theme, and sharp characterizations
have earned it a solid place in the hearts of readers around the
world. The unforgettable masterpiece has been translated into
more than 30 languages. The goal of the project is to engage as
many locals as possible, including students, in reading,
enjoying, and discussing the book.
Continued pg, 3

History in the Making
The South Pasadena Public Library and the Friends of the South Pasadena
Public Library proudly announce the November 1st publication of a new edition of Jane
Apostol's South Pasadena: 1888 to 1988, A Centennial History. A not-to-be missed
Celebration and Book Signing will take place from 1 to 6 p.m. on Saturday, November 1st in
the Community Room. Refreshments will be served and it will be the first chance to pick up
the impressive, long-awaited book, as well as a rare opportunity to meet the esteemed author.
Copies will be sold at the event and afterwards in the Library and the Friends Bookstore for
$44.95 each.
The book is an expanded, updated edition of the definitive book on the City's illustrious
history. The content and quality of the original edition are retained and an added chronology
and many new photos covering highlights from 1989 to 2008 round out the limited edition
release.
Books can be obtained at the pre-publication order price of only $34.95 by completing and
submitting the order form with a check on or before October 31st. Order forms will be first
available around September 1 st at the Library Reference Desk and in the Bookstore.
The book belongs in every South Pasadena household and would make a unique holiday gift
that's sure to increase in value over the years. All proceeds benefit the Library.

Author Night with Ernest Borgnine on August 25
The South Pasadena Public Library and the Friends of the South Pasadena Public Library are
proud to present an Author Night program with Ernest Borgnine on Monday, August 25th at 7:00
p.m. in the Library Community Room. The show will open with a set of tuneful live jazz performed
by vocalist Leila Avila and pianist Dennis Hamm from the Pasadena Jazz Institute.
Academy Award-winning actor Ernest Borgnine is the author of Ernie: The Autobiography. His
just-released memoir is filled with sharp recollections and never-before-told stories of a star who
has thrived in the ever changing world of Hollywood for more than 50 years. During that streak
he's endeared himself to legions of fans. His starring credits include such classics as From Here
to Eternity, The Dirty Dozen, Bad Day at Black Rock, The Poseidon Adventure, The Wild Bunch
and Ice Station Zebra...and the television sitcom McHale's Navy. He was accorded his Best Actor
Oscar for the unforgettable Marty, one of only two films to receive both the Best Picture and Best
Actor awards.
Acclaimed for his ability to play sensitive and tough-guy roles equally well, Borgnine is famous for squaring off against some
of Hollywood's most formidable actresses-Bette Davis, Joan Crawford, Janet Leigh, and Raquel Welch. He's also appeared
with many of the cinema's most iconic actors-including Spencer Tracy, James Stewart, Kirk Douglas, Montgomery Clift, Gary
Cooper, and Burt Lancaster.
The Library Community Room is located at 1115 El Centro Street. Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. No tickets or reservations
are necessary. Copies of Ernie will be offered for sale and the event will conclude with a signing. Special thanks to the
Pasadena Jazz Institute and Polimedia.

Author Night on November 7th at 7 pm with Steve Hodel,
National Bestselling Author of Black Dahlia Avenger
The Black Dahlia Murder committed in Los Angeles in
1947, is undoubtedly one of the most publicized crimes
of the 20th Century. Elizabeth Short, the beautiful
homicide victim, was a raven-haired drifter known for the
flowers in her hair. The infamous case has perplexed
law enforcement and fascinated the public ever since.
Several movies and many books, by the likes of James
Ellroy and Dominick Dunne,
have explored the mysterious
tragedy, while the LAPD has
never closed its files.
A u th o r S te ve H o d e l, a
seen-it-all police investigator
for 24 years, is convinced he's
finally cracked the case. And
his
scorching
book
compellingly points to the killer not only being a South Pasadena
High School graduate, but his very own father, Dr. George Hodel.
Black Dahlia Avenger: A Genius for Murder has garnered lots of
attention from mystery, true crime, and thriller readers-- and from
major magazines and television shows.

George Hodel, the
author's father, circa
1952

The South Pasadena Public Library and the Friends of the South Pasadena Public Library
will proudly present bestselling writer Steve Hodel for a free Author Night program on
November 7, 2008 at 7 p.m. in the Library Community Room at 1115 El Centro Avenue. Mr.
Hodel's presentation will lead the audience from his initial out-of-the-blue suspicion, through
his many startling discoveries, and all the way to his shocking conclusion.

Author Steve Hodel

The program will open with a performance of Forties tunes by
pianist Gere Fennelly and vocalist Renee Simone. Fenelly has
opened for Tony Bennett, Tenacious D, and Jane's Addiction
and played with such varied acts as Redd Kross, Specimen and
Abby Travis. She's been called "Our Generation's Liberace."
Vocalist Simone is a resident of South Pasadena and has
recorded with Doc Anello and the Swing Machine, the Big Band
that regularly plays at Disneyland, and the LA Alternative bands,
Nice Kitty and W arsaw Cocktail.

Double Feature
This issue's staff profile spotlights Sergio Solórzano, Jr. and Frankie
Elizondo, who have worked on the Circulation Staff crew for about a year
each.
Sergio resides in El Sereno and has two younger sisters. Recently he's
been promoted to Library Clerk after starting as a Library Aide. A part-time
student at Pasadena City College, he will be transferring to Cal State Long
Beach, with plans to major in Film & Video Production and to obtain a
Sergio Solórzano, Jr.
Television Operations certificate. Reading is one of his hobbies, particularly
the books of Chuck Palahniuk.
Frankie is a Library Aide who lives in East Los Angeles and has three younger sisters.
Skateboarding is a big part of his life, oftentimes for one of his many sponsors. Riding down the
street, he reveals, can change his mood dramatically. Sergio really likes skateboarding as well,
but that's not the only interest shared by the two. They're both movie buffs and music fans too.
Some of Sergio's favorite movies are The Grapes of W rath, North by
Northwest, Citizen Kane, Catch Me If You Can, Pulp Fiction, Lucky Number
Slevin, and Tommy Boy. Frankie's cinematic tastes run to The Shawshank
Redemption, Midnight Express, Good Fellas, Cape Fear, and Zoolander.
Sergio appreciates all types of music, but his personal interests range
from classic rock to the modern music of today. As long as "it's fun, good,
and has passion," he'll listen. Music is a huge part of Frankie's life as well
and he's rarely seen without headphones when he's not at work.
Both Sergio and Frankie admit to liking library work. Sergio says that
he has grown very comfortable and knows he benefits from it. Until a year
ago, Frankie didn't think he'd ever work in a library, but now he can't
Frankie Elizondo
imagine working anywhere else.

BOOKSTORE FOOTNOTES
By Dorothy Cohen
Bookstore Steering Committee
Wanted: Books and People. Ready to Receive Any Time
I know—you’ve thought about it, but you just haven’t gotten around to it yet. Well, now is the time. Time to donate some
books to the bookstore OR time to volunteer to work in the bookstore. We need both—books in saleable condition and
volunteers in willing condition.
Come on, you know you’d feel good about clearing some space and we’d be happy to receive your cast offs. Just fill a
bag or a box with books and drop them off at the library’s reference desk any time. Or, if you get really energetic and fill a
number of bags/boxes, bring them to the library’s back door, accessible via the driveway behind the Senior Center off
Fairview.
Book people are mostly nice people and you’d enjoy being around more of them for four or five hours a month. Just
get on the elevator and ask for an application form in the administrative office on the library’s second floor. After you’ve
filled it in they’ll pass it along to me and I’ll call you for a mutually convenient appointment.
We miss our faithful long-time volunteers Natalie Scholz, Mary Bart, Kim Surh and Jean Covalt. They all are on
medical leave and we sincerely hope they will be able to resume working in the bookstore some day. We warmly welcome
Gloria Hine and Margaret Lindstrom, newcomers to our bookstore staff. They have set an excellent example for all of you!

President’s Message

Cyndie Rapoza-Riegel

Welcome Summer! Warmer weather, longer days, more time to check out what's happening at the
Library! Details can be found on our web site www.friendsofsopaslibrary.org. Our Head Librarian
Extraordinaire Steve has lots of programs lined up for this summer and early fall, including a program
built around Jack London's book, Call of the Wild. If you haven't read it since last century, check it
out from the Library and enjoy! Since our students will be participating in the wonderful Summer
Reading Program directed by our Outstanding Children's Librarian Maida, let this Jack London novel
be your first Summer Reading Club choice. In fact, take our Summer Reading Challenge…read three
books this summer (that's one a month) and tell us about it. Give us a critique of the book you've read,
including the title and author, and we'll publish it in our Fall newsletter (with editorial rights to
consolidate if necessary). Just submit your entries to:
Friends of the South Pasadena Public Library
Summer Reading Book Review
1100 Oxley Street
South Pasadena, CA. 91030
You can also place your reviews in the box on the table outside the Bookstore on the second floor of
the Library. Looking for a good book? Check out the selection at our Bookstore open Monday thru
Wednesday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Thursday and Fridays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturdays Noon to 4:30
p.m. and Sundays 1-4 p.m. The books are diversified in titles and inexpensive in price! So whether
it's inside with air conditioning or outside in the sun, spend some time enjoying the summer…reading!

Summer Reading Program Donors
The Children’s Department would like to thank the following
for making the Summer Reading Program possible.
AAF Rose Bowl Aquatics Center
Amy's Playground
Art Center College of Design
Athens Services
Baskin-Robbins
Beckham Grill
Richard Beebe
Buster's Ice Cream & Coffee
California Banquet Corporation
Citizens Bank
Spenser Coates
Diner on Main
Ellen's Silkscreening
Family Fair
Fremont Centre Theatre
The Gunther Family
Hi-Life Burgers
The Huntington Library, Art
Collections, and Botanical
Gardens

Kaldi Coffee & Tea
Ken's Shoes
Kids Island
Kidspace Children's Museum
The Kikuchi Family
Kim's Hapkido Martial Art School
Kiwanis Club of South Pasadena
LA Metro Transit Education Programs
Legoland
Los Angeles Dodgers
Los Angeles Lakers
Michael Toman
Mission Street Yoga
Munch Company
National Charity League San
Marino Chapter
A Noise Within: California's
Classical Theatre Company
Pacific Asia Museum
Pacific Park

Pasadena Ice Skating Center
Payke Gymnastics Academy
Rachelle's Hair Cutting
San Marino Toy and Book
See's Candies
Shakers Family Restaurants
South Pasadena Chinese-American
Club
South Pasadena Public Service
Employees Association
South Pasadena Optometric
Group (Dr. Shelly Holcomb Lowe &
Dr. Irene N. Sang)
Stanford-Moore family
Teri & Yaki Asian Comfort Food
Vromans Bookstore
Wild Thyme Café & Bakery
Kenneth Yamanaka, D.D.S.

The Call of the Wild Roars into South Pasadena
Continued
Approximately 20 copies of the book will be able to be checked out from the South Pasadena Library during October.
The four South Pasadena Big Read THE CALL OF THE WILD events:
!

Kickoff with nationally-acclaimed author and Jack London scholar, Gerald Haslam, editor of the book JACK
LONDON'S GOLDEN STATE, on October 16 at 7 p.m. in the South Pasadena Public Library Community Room.
Haslam, a Professor Emeritus at Sonoma State University and a contributing editor to the Los Angeles Times
Magazine, will discuss the lasting importance of Jack London and THE CALL OF THE WILD. Also featured will be
music by Rick Shea and his band, who will be performing authentic tunes from Jack London's era. Shea's music
embraces many traditional folk and country elements. A skilled vocalist and formidable guitarist, Shea has released
five critically praised albums.

!

Two reading-and-discussion programs with Michele Parsons
will be conducted on October 23 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. in the
South Pasadena Public Library Community Room. Ms.
Parsons is an LAUSD instructor very well-versed in THE
CALL OF THE WILD's many artistic virtues. She will guide
participants through a lively, interactive exploration.

!

A film showing of the THE CALL OF THE WILD feature film
that was aired on television in 1998 by the Hallmark
Channel. This is considered by many critics and viewers to be the best of the many film adaptations. Surprisingly,
it has yet to be released on DVD. It stars Rutger Hauer and is narrated by Academy Award winner Richard Dreyfuss.
The scenery is hauntingly beautiful throughout and the dog that plays Buck steals the show over and over. The
PG-rated film will be screened on October 30 at 7:00 p.m. (The location of the film showing has not been confirmed
at press time).

The Big Read is an initiative of the National Endowment for the Arts I partnership with the Institute of Museum and Library
Services designed to revitalize the role of literature in American culture and bring the transformative power of literature into
the lives of its citizens. The Big Read brings together partners across the country to encourage citizens to read for pleasure
and enlightenment.
Special thanks to The Bissell House; The California Council for the Humanities; Hallmark Channel; Heyday Books; A Million
Images, LLC; South Pasadena Chamber of Commerce; South Pasadena High School; S & B Sound Engineering; The South
Pasadena Review; Time Warner Communications; and University of Oklahoma Press.

Catch the Reading Bug @ Your Library
South Pasadena Public Library 2008 Summer Reading Program
Mark your calendars for the annual Summer Reading Program, which is a seven week,
parent-supervised program. It is designed to encourage reading and/or listening to reading
throughout the summer. It is not a race or competition. Children can read for as many or as
few minutes as they wish. They are encouraged to participate for fun. They can register at
the library beginning Monday, June 16th. When they sign up, they will receive a newsletter
with a calendar, summer reading folder and log sheet to record the number of minutes read or
listened to, and a free book bag.
Children may participate in the many different parts of the program, from reading, recording
minutes, and returning to pick out a weekly incentive to enjoying the weekly Wonderful
Wednesday specials. They may also create crafts, attend storytimes, and sign up to read aloud to a specially trained
dog, to learn about Shakespeare, or to participate in art camp.
By reading and listening to reading and by visiting the library each week, children will be joining the other two thousand
happy readers discovering the pleasures and adventures in books.
.

Metamorphosis @ Your Library
South Pasadena Public Library 2008 Teen Reading Program
Teens, grades 6 - 12, may register for the Teen Reading Program in the Children's
Room. They earn three tickets for reading at least 150 minutes each week. Then
they may choose to spend their tickets on paperback books or small incentives
(courtesy of the Friends of the South Pasadena Public Library, the South Pasadena
Chinese-American Club, National Charity League, and the South Pasadena Public
Service Employees Association) or drop their tickets into jars for opportunities to
win fabulous prizes donated by community members.

Donations
In memory of Charles and Mildred Woodruff .....given by George A. Percival
In memory of Seng T. Oei....given by Tammy Adams and John Oei
In memory of Jean Gustafson.....given by PEO Chapter AA
In memory of Jean Gustafson....given by Sally Swan
In memory of Mary Helen Wayne....given by John and Nancy Durein
In memory of John and Eleanor Zeile....given by William J. Zeile
In memory of Elizabeth Nicolaides, given by Christina Chen and Family
In honor of Dorothy Wheeler's birthday.....given by Robert and Jan Tranquada

SOUTH PASADENA PUBLIC LIBRARY
CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
Looking Ahead to Fall

STORYTIMES

Sept. 9, 2008 - Nov. 21, 2008
Family Storytimes (all ages)
Tuesdays 7:15 p.m. - 7:45 p.m.
Preschool Storytimes (ages 3 - 5 years)
Thursdays 10:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Toddler Storytimes (ages 1 - 2 years)
Fridays 10:30 a.m. - 10:50 a.m.
Toddler Storytimes (ages 2 - 3 years)
Fridays 11:00 a.m. - 11:20 a.m.
Children's librarians read age-appropriate stories and share fingerplays, songs, flannelboard stories, and
book-related videos with children in a group setting.

GRANDPARENTS AND BOOKS READ ALOUD
Sept. 11, 2008 - Nov. 20, 2008
Thursdays 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Grandma Kaytie shares her enthusiasm for books by reading aloud to children in
a one-on-one or small group setting.

BARKS AND BOOKS

Sept. 22, Oct. 27, Nov. 24, 2008
Ages 5 - 10 years
4th Mondays 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Children are invited to visit the library to read animal-related short stories of their choice to dogs from the
Pasadena Humane Society Companion Animal Program. Not only does this make reading more fun, it also
builds a child's confidence in reading aloud. Also, the available books will help children realize that animals
experience a range of emotions similar to their own and that they have basic needs too. This will, in turn,
encourage them to appreciate the importance of treating all animals with respect and kindness. Sign-ups are
required. Call (626) 403-7358 to register.

MOCK TRIALS
4th - 8th graders

Oct. 10, 17, 24, 2008
Fridays 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Andy Lippman and local attorney Ellen Pansky will facilitate a Mock Trials program for 4th - 8th graders.
Students will have an opportunity to experience the American trial system, as they are introduced and assigned
to the various players, including defense and prosecuting attorneys, jurors, judge, defendant, plaintiff, and
witnesses. Sign-ups are required. Call (626) 403-7358 to register for this three-session series.

www.friendsofsopaslibrary.org

SUMMER 2008
Wonderful Wednesday Specials
2:00 p.m. in the Library Community Room
July 16, 2008
Magician David Skale Presents Don’t Bug Me
Bugologist Dave leads kids on a magical adventure to find Fangoria, Queen of the
Spiders. She’s big, white, fuzzy, has long ears, only 4 legs, and looks a lot like a
bunny. Where could she be hiding? This show features tons of magic, loads of
audience participation, lots of comedy, and even a live bunny.
July 23, 2008
Rebecca Martin, Storyteller
Take a wild and inspiring trip with storyteller Rebecca Martin, who shares
international stories taken from literature about beautiful butterflies, creepy caterpillars, bustling
bees, and silly spiders, including Anansi.
July 30, 2008
Mad Science Presents Fire and Ice
Mad Science examines the three states of matter and creates a giant bubbling potion and the
same smoke illusions used in the movies.
August 6, 2008
It’s A Bug’s Life
Explore the wild, wacky, wonderful world of bugs with Wild Wonders. Children meet with large
hissing cockroaches, mantids, ladybugs, millipedes, butterflies, and others.
Shakespeare for Kids
July 11, 2008 – August 8, 2008
th
th
4 – 8 graders
Fridays 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Learn about the world in Shakespeare’s time, about the Bard himself, and his famous plays. To
register, call (626) 403-7358 or e-mail mwong@ci.south-pasadena.ca.us. Sign-ups required.
Wings, Stings, and Wiggly Things Craft Days
Explore your creativity at craft days.
Craft days will be offered each Tuesday from 11:00 am – 3:00 pm, July 22, July 29, August 5

Summer Arts Camp

July 21, 2008 – July 25, 2008

Call (626)799-4611 to register
9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
The Library and SPACE (South Pasadena Arts Center) have teamed up to offer a menu
of art activities for two weeks this summer. Workshops are taught by professional artists,
designers, and filmmakers.
Ages 9 – 11 years
Comic Book Illustration
Create your own superhero or any character you want to dream and make them come to
life in your own comic book creation.
Ages 12 – 14 years
Digital Café
Choose from a creative menu of graphics, photographs, video imagery, and your favorite
music to create short digital videos.
Ages 12 – 14
Project Yourway July 28, 2008 – August 1, 2008
Make your original fashion statement by designing t-shirts and accessories using unusual
materials such as duct tape, newspaper, and used clothes.
Ages 14 & up
Digital Café
A second session of Digital Café will be available for high school students. Registration
limited to 12 students per class. Call (626) 799-4611 to register.

Friends of the South Pasadena Public Library

Technology Endowment Fund
Linda Westcot – Chair BEF/TEF Membership
Along with the many contributions sent in for the 2008 Technology Endowment Fund drive have
come a couple of questions that might be of interest to other Friends' members.
A Friends' member wanted to know why, since he'd already contributed earlier in the year, the
Friends were soliciting funds again?
The Friends membership drive occurs late each year, and is followed mid-year by the TEF drive.
In between times, Friends' members also receive the quarterly Friends newsletter and the Annual
report via mail. Your Friends' membership supports many library programs, both for adults and
children. The Friends support the Bookstore, the Restoration Concert series, and many community
programs in conjunction with the library, including the authors' nights. The Homework Help program
and Summer Reading program are just two ways in which the Friends, through the membership,
support the community's children and youth.
The Technology Endowment Fund is a separate fund drive with a mailing in late spring, to which
members and others can contribute to enhance the library's technology and digital resources.
The second query concerned the Book Endowment Fund - Is it still in existence? What if I prefer
to donate to the BEF?
Yes, the BEF is alive and well, and members who would prefer to donate to the BEF are welcome
to do so. Feel free to use the current TEF envelopes, but note on your check that you would prefer
your contribution to go to the Book Endowment Fund. The address is the same:
Friends of the South Pasadena Public Library
1100 Oxley
South Pasadena CA 91030
The BEF has been in existence for many years, its purpose
the purchase of "special titles of long-lasting interest to the
citizens of South Pasadena. . ." . Since the express
purpose of the BEF is for the purchase of books, and the
library has needs in the arena of technology and digital
resources as well, the Friends created the Technology
Endowment Fund, which debuted in 2007, to fill that need.
As it is relatively new, it will be a while before the TEF
resources match that of the BEF, but generous
contributions from members are moving us in that direction.

For more information, and to stay current on library and Friends' events, visit the website at:

http://www.friendsofsopaslibrary.org

