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MARK YOUR
CALENDARS
M arch 11 & 12
Vintage Book Sale
main floor of Library
M arch 14
Restoration Concert
Linda Wang
4:00 p.m.
Library
Community Room
M arch 18
A Tea With
Louisa May Alcott
7:00 p.m.
Library
Community Room
April 11 - 17
Kids Book Swap
Children’s Room
April 19 - 25
Turn of the TV week
April 25
Restoration Concert
Armen Guzelimiann
4:00 p.m.
Library
Community Room

Children’s Librarian
Maida Lin Wong
Recipient of City Award
Children’s Librarian Maida Lin Wong
was the recipient of one of the City
of South Pasadena’s 2009 Full-Time
Employee of the Year Awards.
Mayor Richard D. Schneider, M.D.
presented the honor to Maida at the City’s Holiday Luncheon
on December 14 at Almansor Court in Alhambra. The other
Full-Time Employee of the Year Recipient was Lucy Hakobian
of the Community Services Department. The two Part-Time
Employee of the Year awardees were Yoko Igawa of the City
Manager’s Office and Community Services and Natali
Dominguez of the Planning Department.
Maida has served as the Senior Manager for Children’s
Services for South Pasadena Public Library since 1988 and
during that span has been accorded many honors not only
within the City’s boundaries, but from far beyond as well. Due
primarily to her leadership and enthusiasm, the Library
presented more than 375 children’s programs last year that
attracted about 20,000 participants. The 2009 Summer
Reading Program which she spearheads involved 2,458
young participants, an 8% increase over last year, and they
read for more than a million minutes. About 85% of South
Pasadena children have library cards, a truly impressive
figure, and Maida’s the one who deserves most of the credit.

President’s Message, by Jane Schirmeister
Welcome to the first quarter of the Friends of the South Pasadena Library Newsletter of 2010. I
would like to introduce the officers for the coming year who will be serving with me. They are Chief
Financial Officer, Diana McGrail, Financial Officer - Endowments, Leanne O'Neill, Recording
Secretary Kristen Dube, and Membership Chair Linda Westcot. All other board members are as
always listed on the back of the newsletter, across from the posted Library hours. This year,
membership is extremely important for the City has cut the library budget by 1%. Remember to ask
your neighbors and friends if they are Friends. And as always don't forget to watch the website www.
friendsofsopaslibrary.org for all upcoming events and programs.

"A Tea with Louisa May Alcott"
at the South Pasadena Library on March 18 at 7:00 p.m.
In honor of Women's History Month, Valerie Weich will present "A Tea with
Louisa May Alcott," a living history performance in the South Pasadena
Public Library Community Room on Thursday, March 18 at 7:00 p.m. The
free program for all ages is presented by the South Pasadena Public
Library, the Friends of the South Pasadena Public Library, the Living History
Centre, and the South Pasadena Woman's Club, who will provide
refreshments including, of course, tea.
Louisa May Alcott is one of America's best-known writers of youth fiction.
During the Civil War she worked as a nurse until suffering health problems.
In 1868 she released Little Women, an instant success. The book was a
cheerful recounting of her childhood and a perennial bestseller. Besides being one of the best-loved
authors of her time, Alcott was also active in the causes of temperance and women's suffrage. Some
consider her "America's most famous children's author."
Valerie Weich has already portrayed Louisa May Alcott to more than 8,000 students (mostly 5th and
8th graders) for the Glendale, Pasadena, Burbank, and Los Angeles School Districts. In addition to
period clothing, she will bring an exhibit of Alcott items with her, including 19th Century editions of
books, magazines, and other period artifacts. During March the Library will also showcase a display
near the checkout desk of some of Weich's other Alcott memorabilia.
The Community Room is located at 1115 El Centro Street. No tickets or reservations are necessary.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

BOOK STORE SALES UPCOMING
A large and varied selection of vintage books is scheduled to go on sale on Thursday, March 11 at
the South Pasadena Public Library. Sale items will be displayed on tables on the library's main floor.
A slip-covered two-volume set of American Autographs includes those of signers of the Declaration
of Independence, Revolutionary War leaders and U.S. Presidents. Other seldom-seen items include
a catalog of Military Goods, from the company that gave birth to the Army-Navy stores, a 1992
Fulper Book catalog of ceramics from David Rago and a copy of the novel Land of Little Rain, by
Mary Austin. In April a Churchill and England - related books sale will begin, followed by a 50 ¢
hardcover mystery and novels sale. Please check the Friends website for exact dates.

SOUTH PASADENA PUBLIC LIBRARY
CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 2010
STORYTIMES

January 12 - March 19, 2010
April 6, 2010 - May 28, 2010
Family Storytimes (all ages)
Tuesdays 7:15 p.m. - 7:45 p.m.
Preschool Storytimes (ages 3 - 5 years)
Thursdays 10:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Toddler Storytimes (ages 1 - 2 years)
Fridays 10:30 a.m. - 10:50 a.m.
Toddler Storytimes (ages 2 - 3 years)
Fridays 11:00 a.m. - 11:20 a.m.
Children's librarians read age-appropriate stories and share fingerplays, songs, flannelboard
stories, and book-related videos with children in a group setting.

BARKS AND BOOKS
March 22, April 26, 2010
Ages 5 - 10 years
4th Mondays 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Children are invited to visit the library to read animal-related short stories of their choice to dogs
from the Pasadena Humane Society Companion Animal Program. Not only does this make reading
more fun, it also builds a child's confidence in reading aloud. Also, the available books will help
children realize that animals experience a range of emotions similar to their own and that they have
basic needs too. This will, in turn, encourage them to appreciate the importance of treating all
animals with respect and kindness. Sign-ups are required. Call (626) 403-7358 to register.
UCLA READ TO SUCCEED
February 14, 2010 - April 10, 2010
UCLA Athletics encourages good reading habits among children in Southern California. Children
and teens who visit the South Pasadena Public Library Children's Room can pick up a flyer and
have a children's librarian validate the form, which is valid for four free general admissions to UCLA
Athletic events, including track and field, tennis, gymnastics, baseball, women's basketball, and
men's volleyball.
ALL THE WORLD'S A STAGE
April 9, 16, 23, 30, 2010
Ages 8 - 15
3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
Registration required.
Library Conference Room
Learning and doing are the stage directions for a four-week drama program, "All The World's A
Stage," at the South Pasadena Public Library on Fridays, from April 9th through April 30th.
Students will be guided and entertained by professionals in the theater and in the world of music.
Dr. Adam Gilbert, Director of Early Music at the Thornton School of Music at USC, and Dr. Rotem
Gilbert, who also teaches at the Thornton School, will play and talk about how music complements
and enhances the spoken words in plays. Corina Bowler, who has performed with many theater
groups including Shakespeare By The Sea, will help students perform scenes from a play by
Shakespeare.
Students will also act in a more modern play and discuss how drama differs from novels and
various aspects of the theater, both in the world of Shakespeare and today.
Interested students should contact Childrens Librarian Maida Wong, at 626-403-7358 or by e-mail
at mwong@ci.south-pasadena.ca.us.

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK
April 12, 2010 - April 17, 2010
KIDS BOOK SWAP
Children's Room
Children may bring a paperback book to the Children's Room to trade with other kids. Look for the
special "Kids' Book Swap" book cart for trading options.
TURN OFF THE TV WEEK
April 19, 2010 - April 25, 2010
Did you know that the average American child spends more time each year watching television
(1,023 hours) than being in school (900 hours)? The South Pasadena Unified School District
elementary schools and the South Pasadena Public Library challenge children to turn
off the TV for one week and discover many other activities to share with their families.
Children who do not attend the SPUSD elementary schools can pick up their "Turn
Off the TV Chart" from Children's Services in mid-April. The South Pasadena Public
Library will offer free, fun alternatives to television watching, including Barks and
Books, storytimes, and a children's concert.

RESTORATION CONCERTS ATTRACTING CAPACITY AUDIENCES
The February Restoration Concert by saxophonist Douglas Masek and pianist Ayke Angus,
featuring a diverse selection of works by composers around the world, elicited a standing ovation
from an overflowing audience. No doubt many of those in attendance will be in their seats early for
the upcoming March 14 concert.
Violinist Linda Wang is recognized as one of the premier violinists of her generation,
acclaimed for her artistry and charismatic performances throughout the United States and in Europe
and Asia. In addition to numerous appearances in concert and as a soloist, she has been widely
seen and heard on television and radio in the U.S., Germany and Japan.
A further treat is in store for April 25 concertgoers, when world-renowned pianist Armen
Guzelimian will perform a selection of music from Beethoven, Chopin, Rachmaninoff, Avanesov,
Hovhaness and Komitas.
Doors will open at 3:30 pm for the Sunday afternoon concerts in the Library Community
Room. As usual, light refreshments will be provided by the Friends Hospitality Committee.
Admission is $18 at the door. For more information, contact 626-799-6333 or voisincom@aol.com.

BAG IT
Go green! Available only at the South Pasadena Public Library.
Get your Friends’ tote bag and carry your books home in style!
The tote is functional, with a convenient over the shoulder strap,
a handy side pocket and Velcro closure. It is also stylish in
sturdy ivory cotton with black detailing, with the Friends’ emblem
stamped on the side pocket.
Friends’ tote bags are available at the Friends’ Bookstore on the
second floor and at the front check out desk for only $5.00 each.
They also make great gifts.

Dorothy Cohen Receives
Two Statewide Library Awards
When members of the South Pasadena Library Board of Trustees, the
Friends of the Library Board, and the Library staff assembled at the front
table of the Awards Luncheon on November 1 at the California Library
Association Conference in Pasadena, they had no idea that Dorothy
Cohen was the recipient of two of the most prestigious statewide library
awards, not only the CALTAC Award for In-Kind Contributions, but also
the CLA President’s Award.

In Memory / Honor of

December 2009
Given by

Robert Sharp

Steven & Terry Salardino

Recently Hired Local History Librarian Is Home Again
Chelsea Nassif was born and raised in Pasadena. As a student at
Westridge School, she spent many hours in the South Pasadena Public
Library and later continued her education at the University of Southern
California. Upon completion of her B.A. in Musical Theatre, she decided
to run off to Europe for six months—entirely on her own. Chelsea states
that during her time abroad she “fell in love with all things rare and
archival. “
Chelsea further reveals that after returning and much soul searching,
she decided to give up the stage to pursue a Master’s in Library
Science. While completing her degree in Washington, DC, she studied
at the Smithsonian, the Library of Congress, and the National Archives
and Records Administration. In her final semester, Chelsea took a
course that sparked a fascination with the future of public libraries, and
she set a goal to one day shape the policies that govern them. Chelsea soon was hired for her first
public library job. She comments that she is thrilled that as the Local History Reference Librarian she
doesn’t have to choose between serving the public and working with archives.
When outside library walls, Chelsea enjoys taking her dog to the park, watching lots of movies, and
listening to musicals because “they’ll always be a part of her.” She also is reading through an evergrowing stack of books and “feeding her inner foodie by exploring as many new restaurants as
possible.” Chelsea expresses thanks to “the exceptional staff here at the library for their amazing
work and support and the public for all of their interesting questions.” She also thanks the Friends
for all they do and adds that she’s very happy to be home again.

2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President – Jane Schirmeister
Vice President/Chief Financial Officer– Diana McGrail
Vice President/ Financial Officer-Endowments–Leanne O’Neil
Recording Secretary– Kristen Dubé
Membership Chair– Linda Westcot
TEF/BEF Membership Chair- Ann Messana
Bulk Mail/Printed Materials Chair– Kris Morrish
Hospitality Co-Chair– Diane Larson
Hospitality Co-Chair– Elizabeth Henson
Hospitality Co-Chair–Shireen Chang
Newsletter Chair– Elizabeth von Bibra
Program Chair– Dick Hall
Bookstore Steering Committee Chair–Dorothy M. Cohen
APPOINTED CHAIRS
Publicity–Yvonne Voisin
Computer Records–Barbara Sato
Assistant Finance Officer–Kristen Dube

LIBRARY HOURS:
Monday–Wednesday 11:00am - 9:00 p.m.
Thursday and Friday 10:00am - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday 10:00 am - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.
(626) 403 -7333

www.friendsofsopaslibrary.org

EX–OFFICIO BOARD MEMBERS
Restoration Concert Com. Chairmen - Kay Rosser, Kathy Folsom
Library Trustees Representative– Ann Penn
City Librarian - Steve Fjeldsted
FRIENDS BOOKSTORE HOURS:
Monday - Wednesday 11:00 am - 5:00 p.m.
Thursday and Friday 10:00 am - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 12:00 noon - 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
(626) 441 - 5294
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